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son to doubt whether even the most liberal minded of religious sects 
would feel justified in financing such a narrative. Historical truth in 
its larger aspects then may not be feasible in a denominational study and 
accuracy of statement may only be possible when the record is limited 
to the obvious facts; yet if students in this unexplored field are to per- 
form the service expected of them they must take into consideration on 
the one hand those subtle and potent forces of human personality and 
belief which explain the motive behind the event, while on the other 
hand they must view the subject of religions in the clearer light of polit- 
ical, social, and economic development. Otherwise the local sectarian 
history will remain in the future what it has been in the past, a conveni- 
ent secondary source from which the religious history of the United 
States may some day be written. Meanwhile there is encouragement for 
the future in the increasing interest historians are showing in this par- 
ticular field and in the fact that one of them has been able and willing 
to cooperate with religious leaders in the production of a study of un- 
usual precision and accuracy. 

Martha L. Edwards 

Jahrbuch der Deutsch-Amerikanischen historischen Gesellschaft von Il- 
linois. Herausgegeben von Dr. Julius Goebel, Professor an der 
Staatsuniversitat zu Illinois. [ Jahrgang, 1915, volume xv, im Auft- 
rage der Deutch-Amerikanschen historischen Gesellchaft von Il- 
linois] (Chicago: University of Chicago press, 1916. 382 p. $3.00 
net) 
The present volume of the Jahrbuch is a distinct step in advance of 
the old method of treating ethnic elements of our population. Instead 
of being a mere collection of biographical sketches or annalistic accounts 
of the activity of the German-Americans in some field of endeavor, it is 
composed of carefully sifted articles consisting of source material, bio- 
graphical sketches of prominent German-Americans, and contributions 
on the German- American activities and influence in some field with care- 
ful estimates of their influence on American activities in the same field. 
In the source material we have two speeches of Karl Schurz and Franz 
Sigel edited by Mr. Goebel. These speeches, delivered in 1891, sound 
the same keynote of loyalty to their adopted country as is sounded in the 
utterances of many German-Americans of the present day. A letter of 
Paul Follen, the leader of the Giessener Gesellschaft, an unfortunate 
emigration society, pictures the hardships of the pioneers in Missouri. 
In the same class of material are the interesting "Recollections of a for- 
ty-eighter," by Frederick -Behlendorff who presents a vivid picture of 
early civil war campaigns in Missouri. The last contribution in this class 
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is a "German song of 1778" regarding mercenaries furnished England 
by the margrave of Ansbach during the revolutionary war. 

The biographical sketches are of two prominent political refugees of 
the nineteenth century. The one of Francis Lieber by Ernest Bruncken 
gives an evaluation of the work of one of the foremost publicists of his 
day. Lieber, however, did not identify himself with German-American 
activities. Of quite a different type was Karl Heinzen, the radical, 
whose life and work have been carefully studied and presented by Paul 
Schinnerer. 

In the third class of materials we have a study of "The German the- 
ater in New York City, 1878-1914," by Edwin Zeydel. In this the au- 
thor does not attempt "to give a mere annalistic account of German 
theatrical activity in New York," but "to examine the influence of the 
German theater on the American stage," and "to describe the function 
of the German theater as an educational force." The remaining article 
is a presentation of the political influence of the German- Americans in 
the northwest by F. J. Herriott in "The premises and significance of 
Abraham Lincoln 's letter to Theodor Cainisus. ' ' Mr. Herriott has made 
an extensive study of this subject for the period immediately preceding 
the civil war. In this article he shows by reference to contemporary 
newspapers that the balance of power in Illinois and Iowa in the election 
of 1860 lay in the hands of the German-Americans. 

The volume closes with the annual report of the German-American 
historical society of Illinois. 

Jessie J. Kile 

Statute law-making in Iowa. Edited by Benjamin F. Shambaugh. 
[Iowa applied history series, edited by Benjamin F. Shambaugh, 
vol. 3.] (Iowa City: State historical society of Iowa, 1916. 718 p. 
$3.00) 

To quote Mr. Shambaugh, the editor of this work as well as the author 
of one of the nine monographs of which it is composed : ' ' This volume 
is a product of cooperative research. The conception of the book and 
the preliminary outlines of its several parts came from the Editor, under 
whose direction the researches were carried on and the component mono- 
graphs were written." 

According to Mr. Shambaugh, nine men cooperated with him and with 
each other "in perfecting the working outlines, collecting the necessary 
data, and compiling the nine monographs." Eight of the monographs 
are accredited to six of these co-workers while Mr. George F. Robeson, 
Mr. C- Upham, and Mr. John M. Pfiffner are the other workers whose 
researches have helped to make the work possible without any separate 
monograph being accredited to them. 



